Wherein is ſhewed 


That the Beginnings thereof call 


for Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 


Apoc. 6. 9, 10. And when he had opened the ffth Seal, 1 
ſaw under the Altar the Souls of ihem that were ſlain 
for the Word of God, and for the Teſtimony which the) 
held,and they cried with a loud voice, ſaying, Flow long 
O Lord, holy aud true, doſt thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the Earth ? 

Apoc. 17. 16,17. And the ten horns which thou ſaweſt 
upon the beaſt, theſe ſhall Fate the Whore, and ſhal: 
make her deſolate, and nat d, and ſhall eat her fle(h,and 
burn her with Fire. . For God hath put in their heart 
to fulfil hu will, &C. 


Roma diu tituvans, waris erroribus alla, 
Corruet, & mundi delmnet ifſe caput. 


—— 
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ApOC. 14. 8. 


There followed another Angel, ſaying ; 
Babylon 2 fallen, is fallen, that 
great City, SC, 


I is a Miniſter's Duty to follow God in 
his Providences ; when he gave Com- 
miſſion to the Sword the other Day to 
come into our Land, then to. inquire and 
make known what are the 1ins, that pro- 
voke God fo todo, viz. Idolatry, contempt 
of the holy Oracles of God, ill uſage of the Am- 
baſſadors of the Goſpel, ſhedding of Innocent 
Blood, Perjury, Perſidiouſneſs of great Ones, 
I yes, Forgeries and Impoſtures, &c. To 
preſs the great Doctrine of Humibation, 
A 2 and 


(2) 

| and Repentance, and likewiſe to pray that 
the Sword may bepur into” its'Shearhy.:that 
our Land may not-become -an Aceldama,' a 
Ficld of Bluod, and hikewiſe to ſupplicate 
the Lord that the Fruit, and Effe&t- of the(e 
ſtirs. and commotions that - have been a- 
mongſt us, might be the weakning and 
pulling down of Antichriſt ; 'twas David's 
practice when he had dire&cd his prayer to 
God, Pſal.5. 3. To lack up. Prayers arc 
rich Commodities, none but Fools or Mad. 
mcn but will look after them : Oh look 
up, and you may bcheld- Mercis- coming 
In upon the wings of Prayer, the Sword bc- 
yond expectation 1s alrcady put into its 
Sheath, and Antichriſt, who was .indeavour- 
ing to adyancce himſclt in theſe Nations, 15 
in ſome mcaſurc pulled down, we: ſhould 
therefore by way of rejoycing ſay, Baby- 
lon is fallen, 35 fallen. So. ſoon as God 
begins ſuch a work, we. ſhould begin to 
praiſc him. 


In the beginning of this Chapter we 
haye the Churches ſecurity againſt Remiſh 
Machunations, 
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Machinatians, And I hoked_ and lo, « Lamb 
ſtood on the. Mount | Sion, Verſe 1. By Lamb 
We. arc to underſtand the Lord: Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Head of the Body; the Church, ſtood; 
time. was. when . he had no :place:tor the 
Sole of his Fect, bur now God'had broughe 
him out of the horrible Pic, and ſet his ral. 5. 
Feet: upon firm ground, . oz Mount Zion, 
a. firm and immoycable Rock; that can- 
not be moved, Mar: 16. 18. And with bim 
an hundred forty and four thouſand. In 
the laſt verſe. of the fore-going Chapter, 
there 1s the number" of the Beaſt, viz. Six 
hundred. threeſcore | aud ſix, . the Root of. 
which number ' is Twenty five, which a 
Learned Writer out of Hiſtory hath vir. ye. 
made it clear, that ris a Character cflen- 
tially inter-woven into the Hierarchy of 
Rome, there being Twenty five Gates, 
whether taken Literally or Myſtically for 
Churches to Baptize in : Twenty: five. An- 
gels, i.e. Paſtors: Twenty five Cardinals : 
Twenty five Articles of their Crecd, and 
in many other things as he hath ſhewed. 


So - the extra&t of the Root, a Hundred. 
torty 


(4) 
{ forty and four being Twelve, dcnotcs the 
' True Church of Chriſt, the new : Zerzſa- 
: tem, | built - upon the ' Doctrine of the 
Twelve Apoſtles, which 1s deſcribed in the 
following | verſes, 2,3, 4, 5- In the 6th 
and 7th is ſhewed, that the Goſpel in the 
: latter days ſhall be preached with great 
fucceſs, tor he ſaw an. Ange! /iying in the 
midſ1 of Heaven, having the everlaſting Gof- 
pel to preach unto them that dwell: on the 
Earth, Here 1s in the following verſe 
made mention of more Angels, i. e. Evan- 
gclical Maniſters, , preaching the Gaſpel 
againſt the | Beaſt ' and - Beaſt Worfup- 


pcrs. 


This Angel Learned Mede Toterprets of the. Council of Conſt antinopie. Io Oriante, & 
Fculfiir Gra tit,” ubi imaginum adoratis dannata it, 'by 338 Biſhops nd i Occidente (pups 
ny ondary m the Councy of Fraxkſord -by almoht ,z300 Bilhaps. Io Exgland Wi 
wrote many Books againſt 'Papety. In Bobumie "Hulſe, Himem of Pragie; of theſe do 
Pars and Þrightman Imetpret, Others of Lather, Catuin, Viret and Peter Martyr, 


.Etrine ot Salvation by Chriſt ; 1t's'called 
Everlaſting in oppoſition to that .calumny 
the Papilts would throw upon our Rclj. 
gion \ as'if new; Whereas itdid flow from 

the 


(5) 
the Etcre Counſcl . of God; promuſed 


from the beginning of the World, made ca. 3.15 


known to the Fathers and Prophets of Old ; 
it may . well . be called Everlaſtingy like- 
wiſc from, the: Effcct,- Eternal Life, or from 
the Duration of t,, 7he word of the Lord 
ſhall tend for ever,. 112. 40. 6. 


.This Apgcl. is:(aid 9: fy. in the midſt of 
TUhary+ It ſhall be Put, carrxxd 1n- 
to all the Churches, and further fying im- 
pores. that. no power-of man. ſhall be able 
to. ſtop. the, Goſpel from, norrading;: Ia 
the following verſe you haye an. Abridg- 
ment of the. Everlaſting Goſpel, 1. e. that 
God only is to,be feared and worſhipped, 
all glory and: honqur muſt þe giveh 40 
him, though. none to Antichriſt, none to 
Cardinals, none to Legates, none to Images 
of Angels, or Saints, none to: Croſſes of 
c rucifixes, OC. 


In the next. verſe azother Angel followed, 
Joying Babylon is. falex, &c. Here 1s 
ſcr torch the bleſfed, Elie of ar. 

t 


| (6) 
the Goſpel, .the downfal of the Romiſh 
Power. 


"Obſerve from the Connexion, That An- 
 ** tichriſt's deſtruftion will be partly by the 
' © powerful preaching of the Word. Apoc. 
18. 1, 2. I ſaw another Angel (tz. e. 

.. ſucceeding Miniſters ) come down. from 

'  Feaven, and the, Earth was lighted with 
his Glory. WR 


\ 


-* The Kingdom of Baþylon is nothing 'but 
'Spirnaal © darkneſs ant 'confaſion; her 
Thavclings endeavour to ' promote Igno- 
Tance, Lies, Errors and Superſtition, but 
the preaching of the Word of God cxpels 
all Theſe. "hence *ris ſaid that Angel hath 
great power.; indeed *the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel in the judgment of the World 
ſcemeth to be'weak and contemptible, bur 
the efficacy thereof being from Heaven' 1s 
ſtrong and mighty, 1t 1s ſaid to caſt down 
the Pomp'-and Glory of Babel, Verſe 2. He 
'cryed mighttly with*aflrong voice, ſaying, Ba- 
byloit 168 great 7s fallen; -3s fallen.” But if k 

| C 
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be demanded how the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ( being no Prophets) can declare 
this for a certainty. I anſwer this Pro- 
phecy hath declared, and doth declare eyi. 
dently that Rome ſhall neyer recover her 
fall, do all her Abettors what they can, 
but ſhall fall more and more, eycn ill her 
final and utter deſtruction. 


In the 2 Theſ. 2. You have Antichriſt 
( i.e. a Succcſſion of Popes ) deſcribed in 
his lively colours, every particular exact] 
verified in him; then you have in the 8th - 
verſe, the means whereby he ſhall be pul- 
led down ; Whom the Lord ſball conſume with 
the Spirit of his Mouth, by the pure preach- 


ing of - his Goſpel, whereby the Lord is zu. 4m 


powerful in the hearts: of men, Ta. rx, 4. 
Heb.'4/ 12. For -the Miniſters of the Word 
arc as a Mouth, whereby the Lord breath- 
«th out that -Everlaſting Word which ſhall 
bruiſe his Enemies;--and-break them in ſuts- 
der like a Rod of Iron. 


So Porft. Piſc. Bir, ſermone Evangtlii. 


B 


(8) 
Queſt. But ſball Antichriſt be-deſtroyed by 


n0 other means ? 


Anſ. The preaching of the Goſpel is the 
principal means to work. Antichnſts conr. 
ſumpuon in,the hearts of. people + Yer. this 
is net cxcluſive of othcr nacans * Some: 
learned men by Angel underſtandi Meſſen- 

\ gers and Inſtruments raiſed up among(t 
men, whether Magiſtrates, ar Mi- 
Wo eng nei © niſters. Some great Inſtrument 


epi ami,  ( faith, one )) that the Lord would, 
celitny dela) wnthr. unexpectedly raiſc;up, which is not, 
: to be underſtood, of any individual, 
perſons, but Inſtruments ſuccef{ively raifed,, 

which though they ſhould be: many. yet,. 
ſhould agree as one man/to at&t; that a- 

_ bout whuch they are  imployed: And.this- 

15 obſervable, that in the -pouring outiof 

ape. 16. the ſeven Vials upon. Rome, Myſtical. Bar 
bylon, there arc ſome that, come out ofthe 


emple amongſt, thoſe Inſtruments, 


' Then ought the Word of God, and Mi- 
mſtry of the Word to be highly _ 


(9) 
ed :' Alas? there haye been endeavours of 
late to remove, abrogate, and difannul, not 
only the Laws of the Land made by wiſe 
and grave Senators, for the preſeryation of 
the Truc Religion, but to render the Law 


of our God contemprible, to wnlord it, Mat. x,,..., 


15. 6. To take away- the Ruling Power of 
the Law by their Traditions : David's love 
towards it was at ſuch a time the more 
inflamed, Pſal. 119.126, 127. It's time for 
thee, Lord, to work, for they have made woid 
thy Law, therefore I love thy Commandments 
e&bove Gold, yea above fine Gold. The more 
others did trample thern under feet, at 
the higher rate did he prize them. Very 
memorable was that of Xing Edward the 
Sixth, when he- was very young amongſt 
his Play-fellows, being about to take down 
fomething above his reach, one of them 
laid him a great Bible to fttand upon, but 
he with holy indignation refuſed it, and 
ſharply rebuked the Boy forit, ſaying, That 
it was unfit t0 trample that under his feet, 
which he ought to treaſure p in his head 
and beart. And upon the day of his Co-! 


B 2 ronation, 


2 Thel.3.1, 
Mat, 9. 38. 


(10) 
ronation, when three Swords wete. pre- 
fented before him, ſignifying} ro him that 
he was Monarch of three Kingdoms, he ſaid, 
There is yet one Sword wanting, and being 
askt what that was, anſwered,” The Holy 
Bible, which is the Sword of the Spirit, and 
is to be preferred hefore theſe Enſigns of Royat- 


HES. 


Gueen Elizabeth ( that. Miracle of her 
Sex ) at her Coronation reccived the Bibla 
reſented to her with both her. hands, and 
ifling it; laid it - to, her -Breaſts; faying, 
T hat the ſame had been her cbiefeſt delight. 
Oh rcad the Holy Scriptures, let them 
dwell, in-dwell - in you, : Col. 3.16. The 
more- you are acquainted with them, the 
more you will love them: Attend upon the 
Word preached, and pray heartily that 
the Word may have a free courſe, and: that 
God would ſend faithful labourers into his 
Vineyard, that may ſhew forth: and diſcoycr 
the Cheats, Frauds, and Deccits of Antis 
chriſt at this day - The reaſon lyecs here, 
becauſe the Word hath a power and. cfhis 
cacy 
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cacy init thorough che operation of God's 
Spirit, as to pull down the ſtrong holds of 


Sin and Satan, fo to pull down the King- 
dom of Antichriſt : As . here, no ſooner 
doth an Angel come with the Everlaſting 
Goſpel, but another Angel followeth king 
faying, Babylon 3s fallen, 3s fallen. 


Babylon, 7..e. The City. of the Devil, 
which. is 'the Univerſal Society of the wick- 
ed 'miſ-believers, and evil livers 'in the 
World. *Rhemiſh. In the holy Scriptures we 
read'of two 'Babylons; the 'one' mChaldha, 
the other in [ta/y. The firſt built by Nimrod 
4 hundred. and.chirty years aftcr the Flood ; 
of - this * City St. 76hn © doth "nor here 
fpeak, for this, was. deſtroyed, Tong before 


his ume. 


By Babylon here 1s to be nverfood 
Rome, not only the City {6 called; bur: 
the. Regiment; Government, and-Prero« 
eative that is claimed by vertue. of that” 
Monarchy whereof Rome is the Head : 'Tis 
ſocalled Myſtically, Figuratiyely, by a kind 
of Alluſton. x. For. 
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. x-, For as the, old Babylon did man 
years hold the people of God in miſer 
ſlavery, Pſal. 137. By the Rivers of Baby- 
lon there we ſat down, yea we wept, when 
we remembred Zaon, we hanged our . Harps 

on the Willows in, the midſi thereof, there 
they carried us away Captive, &c. So the 
Weſtern Babylon hack a long time kept 


the Chriſtian Church-jn Spiritual Thral. 
dom; at this day in what Slavery are the 
remnant of the Brethren that are lcft in 
France, Savoy, &c. And what Attcmpr i 
haye there becn to reduce us in this Nation 

to the ſame * 


2. That was full of Idols, er. 50. 38. 
Said to be the Land of graven Images, and 
they are mad upon their Idols: Rome, 
ApOC. 17. 5. And upon her Forehead was 
a name written, MYSTERY BABY- 
LON THE GREAT, THE M0. 
THER OF HARLOTS, AND 4- 
BOMINATIONS OFTHE 
E ART H. 


3. Therc 
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3. There was a reſemblance between 
thery iny/ their evut The larter hath in 
ſomo reſpeed "1 che former: Bur to. 
proceed to! whar' followerh, which likewiſe 
00708 to the latter, / 5 Tus 5 A_galAa For 
as Fabylon of old was ſtrong, pon and 
of great dominion, Dar.-4+ 30-' Fer: 5153. 
30 "Myſtical Babylon is: hid 29 fit - uÞ82 #14) 
waters, -\to rule. 1 Kings of "rhe - ed 'And 
furcher\ it is-ſaid}” the! Merchants" and gredt 
men - of”- the | Earth- trads 'with. bers" yet. fall 16. ::. g. 
he muſt.” 1s fallen, 'is! fallen. pot Fay 
| of tharold! Ciry''is applicdied the 
City of Rome,''i. ec: *tis- a8) cerrain 'ro All} mow 
35 if already fallen; Sheisnow fallen -ini- faint 
ally, and': ſhalt fall: finally- and- totally: *** 
It is/a- Note- not'only- of Aſſurance,” bue 
of Rejoiting : Thai which: vifeeatd. it ſelf 
to Us s from hence, 1s this, el] 
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-+ That the initials. and; beginnings of the 
fall of Myſtical Babylon call for Praiſe 
and T hankſgivings from the Church of 
Chriſt. nil < 

- No ſooner had the former Angel diſ- 

covered - the Cheats, Frauds, and Devia- 

tions of, the Romiſh Church, but the next 

Angcl. cries aloud | by'; way of rcjoicing, 

Ts fallen, Apoce I i: Wercad that as ſoon 

as;,Chriſt did begin'to t4ke his power int 

his harids;; which - imports; that he, , had 
ſuffered it for ſome time in, tus Enemies, 
that - their Natures 'might' be diſcoycred ; 
our, Forc-fathers would not<lfc haye known 
the; cruelty:nor blood-thirſtincls that - there 
Was in Gardiner, Bonner, , SC. - And we in 
this Age otherwiſe - ſhould have thought 
that theſe Vipers had loſt their ſtings; 
what do the four and twenty Elders do! 
they worſbipped Ged, ſaying, We give thee 
thanks, 0 Lord God Almighty, verle 17. So 
foon . as Chriſt began to appear on his 


Churches behalf. In Apoc. 15. you hy 
the 


(5) | 
the State of the Church, whilſt ther 77. 
als of Gods wrath were pouring out up. 
on that Antichriſtian State, {and then- is 
ſhewet, that though ſhe ſhould; ſtand ups 
on 'a Sea of Glaſs mingled with Fire, verſe 
2, 3- yet ſhe ſhould during that titne 
have the Harps of God in her hands, 
and - ſing the Song of Moſes the Servant 
of God, and the Song of the Lamb, ſaying, 
Great and Marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God. Almighty ; juſt «nd true are thy ways, 
thou King of ; Saints. - God ' hath': alrcady 
pourcd out ſoine of thoſe Vials, -and' we 
know not but this may be more ſeyere 
than the former, yet let me tell-;you, 
that all the time Chriſt is doing of it 
ſhould be a joyful ' time to the- Members 
of his Church, all thoſe days ſhould be 
days of Purim, days of Thankſgiving ; they 
ſhould have the Terps,of God in thar - 
Hands, ' and - Hallelujahs in their Mouths, 

becauſe Chriſt is judging/the great Whore, 
and, avenging, the Blood of his Servants 
at her babes. (11! it, Po 7 
332 C We 
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"We ſhould” not 'defer praifes till 'mercics 
be compleat, bur upon every new Deli- 
vcrance, -and upon every new-Judgmene 
upon the &' Enemies our Mouths 
ſhould be" filled with 'ncw+and wendwed 
Songs of 'Praife and Thankſgiving to God. 
For, # ® NIIS | 


11 The: Love, © Cars and" Baihfulaeſs of 
Chriſt '15 ſtanprt upon- every - fuch * Act, 
much more- when tc - hath brought to 
nought cheiridevices, difcoverdd their works 
ofidlrimofi; and fo/ cnfcebled them, that 
char. hands conld not perform their. en- 
Lerptize.-/ *- FT vat, U 


71.We are a people thatdeſcrve not' any 
Mercy or' Dehverance at all ; when God 
hath delivered us at- any time, we have 
ther lived, as if we, had been delivered to 
work wickedneſs ; fo. that he mighe juſt- 
ly have given. us mto' the hands of oar 
blood-thirſty Adyerfarics, what we can- 
not deſeryc we muſt acknowledge, _ 

where 
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where merit ſtops thankfulncſs. muſt \ be. 
gItl > et 1 P Uh | 


3- Myſtical Babyloz 1s one of the cruel. 
eſt Enennics that ever the Church of Chriſt 
had, therefore. upon Chriſt's -begmning to 
weaken her ſtrength we ſhould praiſe his 
name : Nebuchadnezzar of old, and the 
reſt of the 4fyrion Monarchs, the Roman 
Heathen Emperors were very ſeycre Ene: 
nues to. the Church of God, bur: alt of 
them nothing in compariſon to this De 
ſtroyer, alt rheir -Loins - lay -not fo, heavy 
upon the Churches Back as the little Fin- 
ger of Antichrifd. K "Ori dr 


Whether we reſpe&t the- cruelty. exce- 
cifſed upon their Bogies/\'vr the''Tyranny 
over their Souls. | ) JL! JO! PCI VI9VM 


i. (24; } Thecoruelty ovct/their-Badies) fot 
what was foreaold of ct thach'bevii veut- 
fed by her. 10 a rittle,) Ape. 4. 6,75 Hmd 
F ſaw ' the woman druthen with the wh 
ny C 2 0 
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of the Saints, and. with - the. Blood: of the 
Martyrs of Jeſus. Apoc. 18. 24. In her was 
found the Blood of thoſe that were ſlain, G&c. 
Danie/ did long before - tell! of the fourth 
Beaſt, that hc ſhoufd be, more. fierce, than 
thoſe'i:thar. went. befaxe -him, \ chap; 7: 7: 
After. this L'ſaw in the night | Viſtons, and 
behold a fourth Beaſt, dreadful, and terri- 
ble;dnd: flrong 'exceedingly, . and it bad great 
iron\teetbs.:1t Fan and brake in. preces, 
and flamped the reſidae with) the feet of it, 
and it: was: diverſe; from, all: the Beaſts; that 
bh 3 a ten Horns (| 
m1 2byl 13 (a 224d clogs > 5 goGo 
What outrages and villanixs: did, this 
Babyloniſh Beaſt praftiſe againſt the Wal- 
denſes,; thei - uſage of thoſe that; went in- 
toc\Piedmont; Calabria. and i Provence | was 
very barbarous; neither did they- deal -any 
'i4. Cats better. with the Albingenſes, Bohemians, 


Germans: es. Whay the. Ramen did, in 


ther Maripsi:days ip aur own; Land; and 
what, was deſigned” tv*be done / in-1588, 
and.1 665. do plainly. declare their my" 


(19) 
And: whereas in our days they.cndeayour- 
ed to make themſclyes appear white and 
innocent, and many began to think ſo 
of them, but if men had not been half 
blind, Londors - Flames :might have 0 

ed char Eyes, and ſhewed them that i 
was the | im nature in them, that eyer. 
was, that thoſe Athiopians had not chang- 
ed - their Skins; now: this calls for. meas 
from us, that God hath begun to bring 
to light thoſe works of darkneſs that. they 
have been hatching ſince againſt. us,: and 
that our Soul 'is-eſcaped: in' ſome” meaſure 
out of the bands of thoſe - Fowlers; - and 
that in ſuch a :way .and manner as he 
bath donc-it, with che ctftuſion of [ſo: little 
Blood, at ſuch a mck of: time / when near 
ruin, we may take up the words of the 


Plalmift, When the Lord turned again the v1. ..5, 


Captivity of Zion, we were like them. that. 
Dream. ; then was our mouth: filled with ms 628 
ter, and our tongue with ſuuging;. then 
ſaid they among the Heathen, T he Ind hath 
done gear things. for them, the Lord hath 


done 
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done. preat . things for them, whereof we. are 


-4- The length of Myſtical Babylor's 
bloody Reign: She is that Enemy of the 
longeſt: ſtanding, the Jewiſh Church' was 
under Egyptian Bondage two hundred years, 
under. the Babyloniſh Yoak ſeventy years, 
Antiochus \did: forely wafte them, but 'twas 
but for a htc. Scaſon. The Roman Hea- 
then Emperors afflicted the Chriſtian 
Church for about three hundred years, 
bur this Enemy: bath opprefſed hcr: aboyo 
a-:thoufand years, Apoc. 12. 2, 3, &c. A 
hcavy burden, the longer it hath lain up- 
on. Lotnck the morc joy when taken off, 
if not wholly, yct in part. | -+ -/ 


5. Woknow not what great things God 
hath to bring to-paſs by thefc- Initials ' and 
Beginnings of Mcrcy. towards us, how far 
they. may extend : :He hath many: Promi- 
fs to accompliſh ro his © hurch, there are 
many 'Prophecics..czo be tulfilkd;, who 


knows 
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knows..bat that: theſe -ptclent'commotions 
may make a way to them? Þ am ready 
to bclieve that whoſacver (hall live to ſec 
the end of them, ſhall: ſee that God had 
an hand in them to bring great things t 


ol But to come to the improvement uf 
IS 3 ar? 


Uſe x, Hath God ona ſudden with- 
out Blood-ſhed begun to weaken the King- 
dom of Babel, that was advancing of her 
ſclf'in the midſt of us? Ther have withed 
men 4itt]e' cauſe to inſult and" buaſt in 'any 
probable advantages that they have againſt 
the. Church of Chrift, God having : blaſted 
ther Detigns,, when they have- choughtr 
temdclyes furc. y woo 


When Pharg8ch and bis Hoſt boaſted and 


ſud, they will pwſae, they will overtakg, they Exod. i; 


vill. divide the fpoid, their: luſt ſboutd be. fa: 
tified on them, &c. God ſoon daſht and 
drown'd all their hopes. When Benbadad 
made; a. yam boalt, 7 hat + the duſt of 'Sa- 
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rmaria ſhould "not ſerve for hanfals of them, 
who followed him : ( Ahab faith ) Tell him, 


1 Kings 20. L.of not Him that putteth on his Harneſs boaſt 


himſelf, 8c. * God turns all about, his 
thirty ewo Kings ' could - not help him. 


When ſome boaſted the other day, that 


there was not enough Landed for a Break- 
faſt for them, God ſoon laid their pride 
and "hopes 'in” the duſt, 'that which the 
Prophet Nahum ſaid of Niniveh is very ap- 
plicable in this caſe, AY thy ſtrong hold; 
ſhall be like Fip-trees with the firſt ripe Figs; 
if they be ſhaken they ſhall even fall into the 
mouth of the eater. Behold thy people in the 
midſt of thee are women, the gates of thy 
Land ſhall be ſet wide open unto thine Ene- 
mies. Verſe 17. Thy Crowned are as the 
Locuſts, thy Captains as the great Graſhop- 
pers, which Camp in the Hedges in the cold 
day, but when the Sun ariſeth they flee a- 
way, and their place is not known where the) 


&re. | 


Uſe 2." Lxt it be a cautional adviee 
the 
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; | che Churches Adverſarics to beware -of 
, | deſigning Or attempting any thing agai 
f ag 1s very dear to Chriſt, Ee Yee 
s | her his Riches, his Inheritance, his Portion, 
 Þ his Jewel, and Treaſure, it coſt his own 
t Þ Blood to make ber fo, certainly he will 
- | chen take care of her, and preſerve her: 
c | He hatch promiſed that the Gates of Heb, 
c Þ i. e. neither the Power ot Policy of Satan, 
p- | or Antichriſt, or any of their Agents belt 
fs | prevail againſt it : It s very obſcryabke 
that in moſt Ages, whoſocycr endeavour- 
ed co ruin the Church did ruin them(clyes; 
thercfore as Pilate's Wife ſaid to ber Huſ- 
band, Have nothing to do with thet guſt 
man : So I fay to you, Have nothing to 
do by way of offence with the Church 
and Pcople of Ged : You will but do your 
ſelf a aniſchiet by ſecking others. Zack, 
a-Þ| 12.3 There God faith to his Church, 
he) Bl That he will make it 4 burdenſom floxe, who» 
lever difreth at it ſhall be cruſht in pieces, 
though ll the Nations of the Earth be ga- 
0 thered ragether againſt ber, 'ewill be to no 
D purpoſe ; 
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parpoſe he doth not ſay,Whoſoever lifter} 
it up,” fof that\ cannot bt bur whoſoever 
tifteth'at it, ſeeketh"to hiirt ir; ſhall cruſh 
chemſelves, "their very attempt will be 
their deſtruction. This 'was Haman's ruin, 
this was thae which' buried Pharach im the 
watcrs.” Falianby attempting cvil againſt 
the Church, ' provoked God from Heaven 
ti ſtrike- him and ſlay "him. He-( we'lay ) 
that fhoots -in- apiece” over-charged ftrikey 
downhimfelf; not that: he aimed at: So 
whoſoever: ſhoots at the Church, the recoil 
wilt 'be up6nchiraſel ''King ohr- was oft 
heard to eomplain, 'poſtquams me, WO mea 
reona'\ Romana ſubjeci Feclefie nulla mihi 
proſpera, 'ſed omnia adverſa,' &Cc. 

ei vyritl. } Xi 4 | 


Uſe 3: Exhortation to-'praiſe the Lord, 
ſoſoon as God beginsto work Deliverance, 
we ſhould begin to praiſe, Ice me beſpeak 
you as God'did-the Fews by the Prophet, 
Micah 6.5. 0 mypeople, remember now what 
Balak King of Moab conſulted, and what 
Balaam' the Son of Beor anſwered = from 

Sturtim 
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Shittim-anta,Gilgal; that. ye.may know the 
righteouſneſs 'of the Lord. Remember that 
God hath turned the Councels of all Ba- 
laks and Baldams into folly: O remember 
what hath been conſulted and attempted 
againſt you, what in 1666. without doubt 
the Romaniſts would have rejoiced as much 
to have heard that the Strects of the City of 
London - had | runs down with Blood, as 
they did that the Houſes were in Flames, 
the Blood of Hereticks would have been 
ſweet to. them, vc. Remember what a 
Deſign they had in 1679. how the Nations 
ruin was plotted and contrived by them, 
and how in 1683 = endeayoured to lay 
their Brats at our doors, and what they 
did contrive and endeayour ſince hath been 
blaſted and deftcated : Ought we not then 
with the four and twenty Elders, Apoc. 11. 
16,17. 10 fall upon our faces and ſay, We 
give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 
which art, and waſt, and art to-come, becauſe 
thou haſt taken thy great power and haſt reign- 
ed. What fears were there upon many 
D 2 mens 
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' mens Spirits, when the Sward/commitſioned 
by God came into-our Land, but the Lord 
who hath the hands and hears of all in. his 
hands, and murneth them which-way he plea;- 
eth, as he doth the Rivers of waters, ſoon 
damped their Spirits, who had beeit. at 
work to Subycrt the Laws of our Land, 
nay, to Extirpate the Law of our”-God, 
and began to think that they were tron 
enough. by their own, and the Flags 
of Allies to. effe&t it : Bur: rhey did ſoon 
hide their- Heads, and ercep nto holes, 
and the Sword: put: up agait. into» its 
Sheath. The year 1588- was termed mi- 
rabilis anmes clade, Papiſtarum; &c. This 
preſent 1688. 15 no. Jels a'year--of Won 
ders; as the Bodies of many of them 
were made then to fink to. the bottom 
of the Sea; fo now did their | hearts- even 
fink within them ;. and as then there were 
Laws preſently made for the preventing 
of Jeſuits and Prieſts caring over into 
this Nation, &c. So 'tis wiſhed that ſome 
Laws may. be further Enacted, that A 

an 
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and our Pofterities after us may be freed ' 
from the fears and dangers thereof. God 
having wrought for us ſach a Deliverance, 
as can ſcarce be paraltel'd, as our Pofte- 
rity will- ſcarce | believe, let none dare to 
1 join in affinity with the people: of thoſe abomi- 
, nations, Ezra 9. 13,14. For as Benjamin's 
; Meſs exceeded his' Breehrens, fo this pre- 
fent Mercy all our former Mercics. 


When God begins thus to work in 
the pulling. down of Antichrift char greac 
Enemy” of ms Church, onr Heads, Hearts 
ſhould be at work to help forward char 
work which} God hath begun; Oh pray, 
pray, that God wonld haſten che accom- 4 
w IK plihment of chofe Pronnſes and Prophecies 'F 
m BE that he hat made: concerning” the latter | 
n | days; the Queen of Scors was heard to ſay 
re Þ ſomerimes, that ſhe feared more Fohn' Knox 
g BE Prayers, thin «an Army of ten thouſand 
to | men. Oh double your Prayers, ſo your 
ne B Praiſes, let your Months be filled there- 
re B with. Conlider, 


4 
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- Met. 1. That the.Praiſes of God's Church, 
as well as her Prayers, arc terrible co-her E- 
nemies. Pſal. 8. 2. Out of the mouth of Babes 
and Sucklings haſt thou ordained.ſirength;, ber 


cauſe of the Enemies, that. thou.. mighteſt ftik . 


the Enemy and the Avenger, 2 Chron. 20 21. 
When they began to ſing, and to praiſe, the 
Lord ſet Ambuſktments againſt the Children of 
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, which were 
come againſt Judah, and they were ſmitten. 


2. To give Thanks for the Beginnings of, 
Mercies, 1s the ready way for to have 
complcat our Mercics; though Babel be ne're 
ſo ſtrong,God 1s able to cfteft it, Apor. 18.8. 
Strong is the Lord who judgeth her : Be thank- 
ful therefore for the Beginnings of Mercy, 
for thoughat preſent it ſhould be no bigger 
than the breadth of a man's hand, as the Cloud 
was which Elijah's Servant ſaw, yet it may 
quickly irradiate the whole Heavens: God 
is not weary 1n doing good to a thankful 
people. But to conclude, Let it be your care 
co walk anſwcrable to preſent Mercies. Ir's 

better 
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better to live thanks than to give thanks : 
Walk according to that Rule of the Holy 
Scriptures; Is it not great Mercy that we 
have them, notwithltanding the many At- 
rempts of our Adverſaries, to be a /ight tg 
our paths, a lamp unto our feet? Tis a plain,per- 
tect, and an unerring Rule, this preſent Mer- 
cy ſhould oblige us to live Scripture lives: 
'Tis the great cheat the Pope of Rome hath 
put upon the World, that the Spirit of God 
3s tyed to the Pummels of his Saddle, and 
therefore cannot crr, but I am ſure the Spi- 
rit of God ſends us to a better guide, ſa. 
8.20 To the Law and to the Teſtimony. 1 Joh. 
4 1. Oh ler this preſent Mercy oblige us to 
a Reformation and Union, leſt it ſhould 
End in a Curſe and Deſolation. 

David Pareus (trongly aflerted the Truth 
of God againſt its Adverſaries, and yer was 
a great Studicr and Promoter of the 
Churches peace, labouring that they which 
agreed in Fundamentals ſhould not jacr in 
Matters of an infcriour Naturg, and of a 
lowcr Ally. 

FINTS. 


